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The CPSIA was intended to protect children from ingesting lead from toys.  However, the lead provision has had 

unintended consequences and I am here to testify about what many believe is one of the most absurd of those 

consequences.  The CPSIA has effectively banned the sale of age-appropriate youth ATVs, motorcycles and snowmobiles 

because of the tiny amount of lead content in certain components.  As a result, the Act has actually created unsafe 

situations for youth off-highway vehicle riders by reducing the availability of appropriately-sized, speed-restricted youth 

models.  As you noted during the last hearing Chair Bono Mack, “the CPSC has made the judgment that the risk of lead 

exposure to children is outweighed by the risks that children face if youth ATVs are not available and they ride adult-

sized ATVs instead.”  The Act also has crippled key parts of our industry, costing manufacturing and dealership jobs 

across the country. 

On behalf of our members, their thousands of dealers, youth off-highway enthusiasts and their families, the 

Motorcycle Industry Council urges Congress to fix this unintended ban.  We appreciate that the Subcommittee has offered 

an initial draft reform bill and is holding this hearing to discuss it.  Within the framework of the draft bill, the only way to 

fix the ban on youth ATVs, motorcycles and snowmobiles with certainty – and without imposing further needless costs 

and burdens on our industry and its customers – is to amend the range of “children’s products” – at least for these vehicles 

– to age 6 and under.   

In the alternative, we ask you to consider adding a categorical exemption to the bill.  There already is widespread 

bi-partisan support for a categorical exemption for youth motorcycles and ATVs.  Rep. Rehberg has authored The Kids 

Just Want to Ride Act, H.R. 412, which currently has 60 bi-partisan co-sponsors.  And just last week, Sens. Klobuchar 

and Tester offered a categorical exemption as an amendment to the small business bill which was on the Senate floor. 

ATVs and motorcycles do not present any lead-related health risk to young riders, and Congress has made it clear 

that it never intended the lead content restrictions for toys to apply to these vehicles.  It is time to correct this untenable 

situation by either lowering the age to 6 and under or adding a categorical exemption in the bill.  The industry also 

strongly supports the Committee’s recommended changes to the CPSIA database provisions. 


