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Today we are considering yet another attack on the Clean Air Act. 

 

So far this year, the House has voted 170 times to weaken our environmental laws.  The 

biggest single target has been the Clean Air Act.  We have voted 61 times to dismantle the Clean 

Air Act.  If this bill comes to the floor, it will be 62 times.   

   

Today, we will hear that H.R. 1633 is a common-sense bill to prevent EPA from 

regulating dust from family farms.   

 

It’s time for a reality check.  EPA does not regulate dust from farms.  And the 

Administrator recently announced that she intends to propose making no change to the PM10 

standards.   

 

There is no need to legislate to prevent EPA regulation of farms because EPA is not 

going to regulate farms.  As Mr. Markey said, we might as well tell EPA not to regulate fairy 

dust.   

 

In fact, this bill is not really about farms at all.  It exempts industrial mining operations 

from regulation under the Clean Air Act.  And it rolls back the particulate standards that protect 

families living in both rural and urban communities.   

 

Today we will be considering an Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute.  This 

amendment improves the bill by excluding electric utilities and other sources of combustion 

from its coverage.  But it does not fix the fundamental flaws in the bill.   

 

The biggest problem is in section 3, which exempts so-called nuisance dust from any 

regulation under the Clean Air Act.  The broad definition of nuisance dust covers particle 

pollution generated from a wide array of sources, including mining operations.     
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One of the supporters of this bill is Kennecott Copper, which operates one of the largest 

open pit copper mines in the world.  The mine is the single largest source of particulate pollution 

in Utah.  Salt Lake County to the east of the mine violates the health-based limit for particulates.  

Kennecott wants to expand the mine, which could increase its particulate pollution.  This bill 

would not only allow the increase in pollution, it would exempt Kennecott’s particle pollution 

from the Clean Air Act entirely.   

 

A few years ago, I released a report with Representative Hilda Solis on the health effects 

of 17 gravel mining operations that were located in her district in Los Angeles.  Local residents 

worried that the mining operations were harming the health of their families.  Parents were 

particularly concerned about asthma, which afflicted many of the children.   

 

We found that these mining operations were a significant threat.  They emitted large 

quantities of both fine and coarse particulate matter.  Yet under this bill, they would be exempt 

from regulation under the Clean Air Act.  

 

There are other serious problems with the bill.  According to EPA, the broad exemption 

for nuisance dust “raises the issue of whether the EPA could enforce or maintain existing fine or 

coarse particle pollution standards.”  EPA’s air quality monitors cannot measure particle 

pollution from certain sources while ignoring particles from other sources.  But that’s what the 

bill requires.  This would invalidate the existing standards and make crafting and implementing a 

health-based standard for particle pollution virtually impossible. 

 

Nor does the revision fix the most basic problem of all.  EPA scientists reviewed all of 

the medical evidence and concluded that exposure to coarse particles may cause mortality, 

cardiovascular effects, and respiratory effects.  The science is even more definitive for the deadly 

effects of fine particles.  There is simply no scientific basis for claiming that so-called nuisance 

dust is safe to breathe.     

 

This Subcommittee has a grim track record of reporting bills that allow more weather-

altering carbon pollution … more toxic mercury pollution … more arsenic and lead pollution … 

more sulfur dioxide pollution … and more nitrogen oxide pollution.   

 

These bills have created air pollution loopholes for incinerators … oil and gas rigs … 

power plants … industrial boilers … and cement plants. 

 

This is a deplorable record.  We have become the most anti-environment committee in 

the most anti-environment House of Representatives in history.   

 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this unnecessary and dangerous piece of legislation. 


