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Today, this Subcommittee is holding its fifth hearing on consumer privacy.   

 

Two reports are the focus of today’s hearing:  the recently released reports on privacy by 

the White House and the Federal Trade Commission.   

  

I am glad that we have both the Administration and the FTC here today to discuss these 

reports.  Getting these reports to their final form has taken several years.  Over 500 comments 

were received and considered from industry, privacy advocates, consumer groups, technologists, 

academics, and even an unusually high number of individual citizens.  The reports are thoughtful 

and an important guide to Congress. 

 

I would like to highlight one point in particular found in both of these reports.  The 

Obama Administration is clearly and unequivocally on record calling for Congress to approve 

baseline legislation to protect consumers’ privacy.  The independent Federal Trade Commission 

is now also on record calling for Congress to approve such legislation.   

 

This Congress, Ranking Member Butterfield has repeatedly called for comprehensive 

privacy legislation.  Nearly two years ago, Mr. Rush, the former chairman of this Subcommittee, 

introduced privacy legislation that was well-received by industry, privacy advocates, and 

consumer groups.  Mr. Stearns has also pushed for baseline privacy legislation.  Mr. Markey and 

Mr. Barton have worked across party lines to champion consumers’ privacy and congressional 

action in this area.  I, too, am on record in this Subcommittee as calling for action on privacy 

protections for consumers’ information.  

  

Over the last several years, we’ve seen in-depth and careful reporting about the threats to 

consumer privacy that occur on the internet; we’ve heard outrage and condemnation from both 

sides of the aisle with the discovery of new and unexpected privacy breaches; and we’ve had 

many hearings.  We’ve done little while a growing number of our trading partners adopt legal 
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measures to protect their citizens’ information.  After all of this, it is clear to me that it’s time for 

some real congressional movement on this issue.  

 

I thank all the witnesses we have here today. I welcome what they have to say about these 

two reports.  But I hope this hearing and the completion of these two reports signals the end of 

the discussion of whether we need to take steps to protect consumers’ privacy.  I think it’s clear 

that we do.   

 

As I said in December 2010 before Ms. Bono Mack took over as Chairman, I am 

optimistic that we can work in a bipartisan fashion with all members of the Committee to protect 

consumers’ privacy.   

 

These two reports provide a roadmap for accomplishing that.   

 

I stand ready to work with Chairman Bono Mack, Chairman Upton, and members from 

both sides of the aisle to follow this path and put in place the flexible and balanced baseline 

privacy protections called for by the Obama Administration and the FTC.  

 

Thank you. 


