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April 12, 2011
Dear Representative:

Nemours, an integrated child health system in the Delaware Valley and Florida, writes to express
our support for the Prevention and Public Health Fund (Fund). Nemours offers a spectrum of
clinical treatment, research, advocacy, and educational health and clinical and community-based
prevention services.

As you know, the Fund has been used to support clinical and community-based prevention, to
bolster the health workforce, to strengthen the capacity of public health departments, and to
enhance prevention and public health research. These investments are critical, as we need to
fundamentally realign our health care spending so that we are investing more at the front end to
keep people healthy, instead of focusing our scarce resources on treatment. We believe that over
the coming years, the Fund will help reduce the burden of preventable chronic diseases that
health care providers are treating with more and more frequency.

As a provider system, we know that America’s children are not as healthy as they should be. At
our obesity clinics, we’ve treated four-year-olds with liver disease and nine-year-olds with Type
2 Diabetes. By this point, we are intervening too late. For years to come, these children will
have to incur the health effects associated with preventable chronic conditions, and we will all
share in the health care costs resulting from their treatment.

In the medical field, we routinely invest in the research and development for the treatment of
diseases. We expect that the clinical trials will cost a good deal of money and will take years to
complete before we can evaluate effectiveness, but we are willing to make these long-term
investments. Yet, for the most part, we as a society have not made this same value proposition
when it comes to primary prevention. This changed when the Fund was created, with the
recognition that health happens outside of the health care system in the places people live, learn,
work and congregate. To prevent disease, families need to have access to healthy choices in
these environments. Toward that end, seven years ago, Nemours created Nemours Health and
Prevention Services, a division whose purpose is to make a long-term investment in working
with partners in the public and private sectors to strengthen community-based prevention in
order to promote children’s healthy development. We believe the Fund will help foster these
types of partnerships and help prevent disease throughout the country.

The Prevention and Public Health Fund offers us the chance to shift our paradigm from treatment
to prevention. It holds great promise for our future. We would like to see the day when our
obesity clinics are no longer needed. The Fund can help us get to this point by providing local
communities with the resources and technical assistance they need to create healthier



environments. Please do all you can to provide Americans the resources needed to get these
changes started and preserve the Fund.

Sincerely,

Y/ s

Debbie I. Chang
Vice President, Policy & Prevention



