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George Boncoraglio Dear Representative:
New York, NY
N;:hony MC:so
Gn:s;:'nm On behalf of the 1.6 million members of the American Federation of State, County
D:':;”‘;ow: and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), I write to urge you to oppose H.R. 452 when the
Maargs V¢ Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health considers this legislation. The misnamed
g Medicare Decisions Accountability Act repeals the Independent Payment Advisory Board
Harmaturg (IPAB) which would recommend policies to Congress to help Medicare provide better care at
Aoz Carpits lower costs by getting rid of waste in the system, incentivizing best practices and prioritizing
gan George . primary care.
Shor;yl A.Gzrdon
ke H'm:m IPAB is specifically prohibited by law from recommending any policies that ration
D“:m;’j:::m care, increase premiums or cost-sharing, restrict benefits, or modify who is eligible for
Des Moines, 1A Medicare.
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will give beneficiaries more choice and control. Many of the proponents of repealing IPAB
voted for turning Medicare over to private insurers and shifting more and more costs onto
Medicare beneficiaries. IPAB is a balanced approach to making adjustments in Medicare
payment policies throughout the health care system without cutting a single, guaranteed
Medicare benefit. Many of the proponents of H.R. 452 would simply dismantle the
Affordable Care Act and put private insurers in charge of seniors’ health care.

IPAB must be preserved but improvements are possible. Like most legislation, the
IPAB provision is not perfect and we are willing to work on thoughtful proposals to improve
it. However, repeal will do nothing to improve the quality of Medicare or secure Medicare’s
financial future.

Sincerely,

MW

Charles M. Loveless
Director of Legislation
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