
 

 
September 21, 2011 
 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative: 
 
On behalf of the American Public Health Association (APHA), the oldest and most diverse 
organization of public health professionals and advocates in the world dedicated to promoting 
and protecting the health of the public and our communities, I write in strong opposition to H.R. 
2410, the Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of Impacts on the Nation (TRAIN) Act of 2011.  

This legislation would create a redundant review process that would likely delay the 
implementation of important public health protections under the Clean Air Act. In addition, it 
would indefinitely delay two critical rules to protect the public from pollution from coal-fired 
power plants. Together these rules would prevent tens of thousands of premature deaths and 
hundreds of thousands of asthma attacks and other respiratory illnesses each year. 

A rigorous, peer-reviewed analysis, The Benefits and Costs of the Clean Air Act from 1990 to 
2020, conducted by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), found that the air quality 
improvements under the Clean Air Act will save $2 trillion and prevent at least 230,000 deaths 
annually by 2020. However, the TRAIN Act would create a redundant regulatory review process 
that is already undertaken by EPA and the Office of Management and Budget and would ignore 
the important public health benefits of proposed rules under the Clean Air Act that often exceed 
the costs.  

The Clean Air Act guarantees all Americans, especially the most vulnerable, air that is safe and 
healthy to breathe. Despite tremendous improvements in air quality since enactment of the Clean 
Air Act, more progress is needed to further reduce the illnesses and deaths related to air 
pollution.  

We strongly urge you to reject this ill-conceived legislation that would prevent EPA from 
protecting the public’s health from dangerous and deadly air pollution.  

Sincerely, 

 

J. Alan Baker 
Interim Executive Director 


