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As President Obama said in his 2011 State of the Union address, we must out-innovate, out-educate,
and out-build our competitors.' And for the U.S. to continue to lead in innovation, we must maintain a
strong manufacturing sector. Currently, about 70% of research and development and 90% of patents in
this country are connected to manufacturing.” As a professor at Harvard Business School has explained,
we cannot maintain a strong economy by doing high-tech research at home and allowing manufacturing
to continue to move offshore. We need “two-way feedback.”

Our goal is to have good jobs across all segments of the economy, but manufacturing jobs in
particular have contributed to maintaining a strong middle class. These jobs have good pay and tend to
be stable. In addition, manufacturing brings with it strong spillover benefits for regional and local
economies. Once there is a manufacturer in town, suppliers move in, along with restaurants, retailers,
and service providers.

Manufacturing also has been a vital part of the economic recovery from the Great Recession, with
the manufacturing sector having expanded for 34 consecutive months through May 2012.*

The Obama Administration rightly has put an intense focus on revitalizing and growing the
manufacturing sector and has launched a number of initiatives to do this.

H.R.5865 will help the federal government continue its current focus on manufacturing. H.R. 5865
ensures there are federal policies that promote the competitiveness of U.S. manufacturing and do so in
an organized and strategic manner. This bill reflects a desire to see manufacturing jobs and our entire
economy to continue to grow.

While sources cited in the majority views may disagree, the goal of this bill is not to attack important
health and safety regulatory achievements or the civil justice system.
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