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Thank you, Chairman Upton.   
 
I want to start by thanking you and your staff for the collegiality you have demonstrated 

at the start of the 113th Congress.  You have been fair and considerate in your approach to 
organizing the Committee.  

 
This was also your approach last Congress.  This Committee was often divided on 

partisan lines.  But through it all, you treated the Democratic members fairly, and I thank you for 
that.  My wish for this Congress is that we will be able to extend the spirit of collegiality that 
characterized our dealings on procedural matters to substantive ones. 

 
One of our major areas of jurisdiction is energy policy.  Our nation urgently needs a new 

energy policy.  As Superstorm Sandy demonstrated, we are facing a large and growing threat 
from climate change.  I know that this is a difficult issue for your side, but it is one we cannot 
ignore.  I hope we will be able to have a constructive dialogue this Congress about the 
preeminent energy challenge of our era. 

 
I also hope we will be able to move beyond the partisanship that dominated so much of 

our activities on health last Congress.  The Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of the 
Affordable Care Act.  The voters have spoken and reelected the President.  I hope we will all 
recognize that health reform is the law of the land … that it is here to stay … and that our 
challenge now should be how we work with the Administration to ensure the implementation is 
as successful as possible for the American people. 

 
Last Congress, we fought a lot about these two issues:  energy and health care.  But when 

we put aside our differences and joined forces, we were able to accomplish results.  
 
I asked my staff to prepare a memo for you that reviews our legislative record last 

Congress.  I would like to insert that memo into the record.   
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What this analysis shows is simple:  when we worked together, we were able to enact 
good laws, but when the Committee reported out partisan bills, they became political statements 
that went nowhere in the Senate.    

 
Last Congress, there were over 30 bills that the Republicans reported from the Committee 

without the support of the majority of our caucus or brought directly to the floor without 
Democratic support.  Of these, just two became law in some form.  That’s a batting average of 
under 100.   

 
Coincidentally, there were also over 30 bills that we negotiated.  Eighteen of these bills 

became law.  That’s a batting average of over 500.  These included our Committee’s biggest 
legislative accomplishments like the spectrum and public safety bill and the FDA bill. 

 
Mr. Chairman, our Committee is most effective when we are together.  As we start this 

Congress, I want you to know that our side wants to work with you as we take on the major 
challenges we will confront.     

 
Member Introductions 

 
Before we get started on the business aspects of this meeting, I would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome back all returning members of the Energy and Commerce Committee.   
 
On the Democratic side, we have an exceptionally capable and experienced group of 

members.  I am very proud of them.  And as I learned last Congress, there is no shortage of talent 
on the other side of the aisle either.  The returning Republican members of the Committee are 
good allies when we are together and formidable foes when we are not. 

 
I join Chairman Upton in welcoming the new Republican members of the Committee.  

You are joining a very special committee, one with over 200 years of service to the nation. 
 
Now it is my great honor to introduce the five new Democratic members on our side of 

the aisle:   
 

• Jerry McNerney represents California’s 9th Congressional District, which encompasses 
the towns and cities of the San Joaquin Valley and along the river delta.  Jerry has a 
doctorate in math, so he will make sure out numbers add up.  Jerry is also the only 
member of Congress to spend 20-plus years in the renewable energy field.  I’m told he 
even once worked on windmill blades suspended in midair from a harness.  That is the 
kind of real-world energy expertise we need on the Committee.  During the 111th 
Congress, Jerry served ably as a member of this Committee and I am very glad he is back 
with us.   
 

• Bruce Braley represents Iowa’s 1st Congressional District, which includes the cities of 
Waterloo, Dubuque, and Cedar Rapids, as well as the state’s northeast farming counties.  
Bruce is an experienced trial lawyer who practiced in Waterloo for 23 years before being 
elected to Congress.  I have seem him use these skills with great effect at oversight 
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hearings.  He served this Committee with distinction in the 111th Congress, and I 
welcome him back.   
 

• Peter Welch has represented Vermont’s at-large congressional district since 2007, and he 
also served on the Committee in the 111th Congress.  He is a champion on energy 
efficiency, health care, and consumer protection, so his legislative expertise is a great fit 
for the Committee.  When he served on the Committee in the 111th Congress, he was the 
sponsor of the HomeStar legislation that passed the House and provided incentives for 
energy efficiency improvements in homes, a good idea that I hope we can revisit this 
Congress.  I am thrilled he is finally back.   

 
• Ben Ray Luján represents New Mexico’s 3rd Congressional District, which includes 

Santa Fe, the state’s Capital.  Before joining the House of Representatives in 2009, Ben 
Ray served as Chairman of the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission, where he 
developed an expertise in many of the issues that come before the Energy and Commerce 
Committee.  Ben Ray has deep roots in New Mexico.  In fact, his family has lived there 
since before it was a state.  We welcome Ben Ray to the committee and know that he will 
have much to contribute to our work here.   
 

• Paul Tonko represents New York’s 20th Congressional District, which includes the cities 
of Albany, Schenectady, Troy, Saratoga Springs, and Amsterdam, his hometown.  Prior 
to his election to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served as Chairman of the Energy 
Committee in the New York State Assembly, so he has great expertise and insights on 
energy issues to bring to the Committee.  He also was a leader on mental health issues.  
What you may not know is that has been recognized by his colleagues as the best dancer 
in the House of Representatives.        
 

So as you can see, we have new members on our side with great experience and diverse 
talents.  Please join me in welcoming these new Democratic members to the Committee.   

 
 


