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I am writing to seek information about your company' s policies regarding chemicals that 
have potential to be persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic (PBT chemicals). 

PBT chemicals can pose a significant risk to both public health and the environment. 
Persistent chemicals are highly resistant to degradation in the environment. Bioaccumulative 
chemicals build up in the food chain and in the human body. And toxic chemicals cause adverse 
health effects in exposed individuals. PBT chemicals have all three dangerous characteristics. In 
1999, EPA established criteria for the identification of PBT chemicals, after notice and comment, 
which appear to be accepted by industry stakeholders. I 

I respectfully request your answers to the following questions about these dangerous 
chemicals: 

I. Does your company currently manufacture or process any chemicals which you know to 
meet EPA's criteria fo r identification as persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic? If so, 
please provide a table identifying all such chemicals and including: 

a. the product name; 
b. the chemical name; 

I See, CategOlY Jar Persistent, Bioaccumulative, and Toxic New Chemical Substances 64 
FR 60194 (Nov. 4, 1999). Also see, Letter from Cal Dooley, President and CEO of American 
Chemistry Counci l, to The Honorable Bobby L. Rush and The Honorable Ed Whitfield, sent 
March 3, 20 10 (citing the EPA criteria as the definition for potential PBT's) . 
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c. the CAS Registry Number; 
d. the volume manufactured in each of the years 2005-20 I 0; 
e. the volume sold in each of the years 2005-2010; 
f. the consumer products in which the chemical was used, if available; 
g. any labels or warnings distributed with the chemical related to hazard, use, 

handling, or disposal. 

2. If your company currently manufactures or processes any chemicals which you know to 
meet EPA's criteria for identification as persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic, please 
provide any other information made available to customers and users relating to potential 
for persistence, bioaccumulation or toxicity. 

3. What, if any, tests does your company currently conduct on potential new chemical 
substances, before submitting a pre-manufacture notice to the EPA, to determine whether 
the substances have potential for persistence, bioaccumulation, or toxicity? 

4. If a potential new chemical fails those tests, do you proceed with production? If so, 
please explain what steps, if any, are taken to address the risks posed by the chemical. 

5. What, if any, tests does your company currently perform on chemical substances that are 
not new, to determine whether they have potential for persistence, bioaccumulation, or 
toxicity? 

6. If a chemical substance that is not new fails those tests, do you discontinue production? 
If not, please explain what steps, if any, are taken to address the risks posed by the 
chemical. 

I would appreciate a response to these questions no later than April 22, 20 II. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Henry A. Waxman 
Ranking Member 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 


