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July 13 , 20 12 

Dear Chairman Upton and Chairman Whitfield: 

We are writing for the fift eenth time to urge you to hold a hearing on the dangers o f 
climate change. Specifically, we request that you hold a hearing on the recent wildfires and 
ex treme weather events the United States has experienced and the role global climate change 
played in these events. 

On April 6, 20 11 , every Republican member of the Committee voted that climate change 
is not occurring. I Many Repub lican members explained their position by arguing that " the 
science is not settl ed,,2 and that "anthropogenic globa l warming is sti ll an issue that the sc ienti sts 
are still debat ing."] 

I U.S. House or Representati ves, Roll Call Vote on Agree ing to H. Amdt. 245 to !-l .R. 9 10 (Apr. 
6,20 II ) ( 184 yeas, 240 nays). 
2 Statement or Chairman Emeritus Joe Barton, Markup on H.R. 910, The Energy Tax Prevel1lion 
Act of2011 , Committee on Energy and Commerce, 11 2th Congo (Mar. 15, 20 11 ). 
] Statement of Rep. David McKinley, H.R. , The Energy Tax Prevention ACi of 2011, Hearing 
Before the Subcommittee on Energy and Power, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 11 2th 
Congo (Feb. 9, 20 II ). 
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Since that t ime, we have written yo u fo urteen timcs to rcquest hea rin gs on the science o r 
c limate change. Our premise was that if you and other Republican members had ge nui ne doubts 
abo ut the strength of the science, yo u would we lcome hearings at which Committee members 
could hea r testimony fro m the nati on' s lead ing experts. Yet yo u ha ve not responded to any o f 
our letters. 

In April , we wrote to request a hearing on the unprecedented heat wave that the nation 
ex perienced in March.' More than 15,000 warm temperature records were set that month as the 
contiguous United States experienced the wannest Ma rch on reco rd .' Previously, we wrote to 
request hearings on other important c limate change topics, including major reports [i'om the 
National Academy of Sciences, the Vati can, the Berkeley Earth Surface Temperat ure Project, the 
Internati onal Energy Age ncy, and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change . Thcsc 
requests a ll went unanswered. 

Wi llful ignorance of the sc ience is irresponsible and it is dange rous. Accordi ng to the 
Natio na l Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm in istrati on (NOAA), the Unitcd Sta tcs has set more than 
40 ,000 ho t temperat urc reco rds thi s year6 Just thi s week , NOAA reported that the last 12 
months ha ve been the hottest in U.S. hi story. 7 

At the end of June, more than 11 3 million people in the U.S. we re in arcas undcr ex treme 
heat advisoriess Two-thirds of the country is expericncing drought 9 Kentucky is faci ng a 

·1 Lettcr from Reps. Henry A. Wax man and Bobby L. Rush to Re p. Fred Upton and Ed Whitfi e ld 
(Apr. 12, 20 12) (online at 
htt p://democrats.cnergycommerce. house.gov/ indcx . ph P 'I q=n e\ vs/ ran kin g -m em bers-\ vax III an -a nd­
rush -ca 11 -1'0 r-hea ri n g - 0 n -ro I e-o f- gl 0 ba I-c li ma te-c ha n ge- i n -m arc h -hea t). 
5 Nationa l Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrati on. Nati onal C limati c Data Cente r, S{(Ile o{lhe 
C!imale: lvlarch 2012 (on line at www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/). 
6 Assoc iated Press, Summer ls 'lVhal Clobal Warming Looks Like' (June 30, 20 12) (on line at 
http ://www. timecom/time/hea lth/ art icle/0 .8599.2 11 8697.00. html#ixzz I zr07YSZV). 
7 Nat iona l Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad mini st ratio n. Nati ona l C limatic Data Center. Siale orlhe 
C!imOle: .June 20 I 2 (http://\Vww. ncdc.noaa.gov/so tc/nat ionaIl20 12/6). 
S Associated Press. Summer Is 'lVhar CloballVarming Looks Like'(June 30, 20 12) (on line at 
http ://www. time.eom/ time/hcalth/ art icie/0.8599.2 11 8697.00 .htm l#ixzz I zr07YSZV). 
9 Assoc iated Press, Summer Is 'Whal Clobal Warming Looks Like' (June 30, 20 12) (on line at 
http ://\V\Vw. time.com/ ti me/hea lth/ art ie le/0.8599,2 11 8697,00.htm l# ixzz I zr07YSZV). 
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hi stori c drought that is threatening the s tate's crop yiclds. IO Other states rac ing severe losses o f 
co rn and other crops due to drought include Illino is, Indiana, Iowa, and Ohio. 11 

More than 2. 1 million acres have burned in wildfires thi s year. 12 In 20 11, Texas had the 
most lires in recorded hi sto ryU This summer, Colo rado has been li ghting the state's most 
destruc ti ve wildfires ever. According to the JIIashinglUn POSI, "Li ghtning and suspec ted arson 
ignited them .... but sc ienti sts and federa l o rIi c ia ls say the tabl e was set by a culprit that will 
probably contribute to bigge r and more fi 'equent wi ld fires for years to come: climate ehange ... I•1 

In othe r parts o f the country, intense storms arc wreakin g ha voc. Two weeks ago . a li'eak 
derecho caused over a million homes to lose power in the Wash ington, D.C. region.IS Last 
month . Florida was inundated by days o f downpours. 16 Also last month. Duluth , ivlinnesota. 
suffe red it s most damaging fl ood in hi story due to torrentia l rains. 17 

Sc ienti sts are increasingly say ing that these event s are the climate change consequences 
they have been anticipat ing. Jonathan Overpcck of the Uni versity or Ari zo na statcd, "The ex tra 
hea t increases the odds of worse hcat waves, drought s. sto rms and wildfire. Thi s is ce rta inly 
what I and many other climate sc ienti sts have been warning about. .. ls Ke vin Trenberth o rthe 
National Center for Atmospheri c Research cO lllmented that these are the reco rd-breaking 

10 Couri er-Jou rnal. Blislering c/rollgllllhremens KeJ1llldy crops (J une 29. 20 12) (onl ine at 
http ://www.co urier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? A ID=20 12306290 1 OO&nclick eheck= I ). 
I I Wall Street Journal. Corn Prices Soar as Jl/ic/'I'esl Bakes (Jul y 10.20 12) (o nline al 
http ://on line.wsj.com/article/SBI000142405270230329220457751718 1109756756.html?mod=g 
oog lenews _ wsj). 
12 Was hington Post. Table Iras set /or I//Onsler/ire in Colorac/o (Jul y 1.20 12) (o nline at 
http ://\V\\'\v.\vashi ngtonpos t. co mIn a t i 0 na l/hea I t h -sc i eneel co l orad os-ta b I e- \ vas-set -1'0 1'- 1110 nst e 1'­

lire/20 12/07/0 I /gJQA Va6cG W sto ry. html ) . 
13 1d -

14 lei. . 
15 Washington Post, Derecho: Behind JIIashinglUn, D.C. 's deslrllclive Ih llnc/erslorlll 0111 break, 
Jllne 29, 2012 (June 30, 20 12) (onl ine http ://www.washingtonpost. eom/ blogs/cap it a l-weather­
gan gl postl deree ho -beh i nd -\ vas h i n g ton -des-d est ru c t i ve-thunders t 0 1'111 -0 U t brea k -j u ne-2 9-
2012/20 12/06/30/gJQA2207DW _ blog.html ). 
16 Assoc iated Press, Clilll({/e ScieJ1lisls pOinl 10 U.S erel1ls (J uly 3. 20 12). 
17 iVIPR News. Did e/illlme change "jllice" Dlllllth/lood? /llina/T"e/olld" visible/i'otll space (June 
2 1. 20 12) (on line at 
http ://m i nnesota. pub I icradio.org/co Il ect i ons/spec ial/co lumns/ updra ft /arc h i ve/20 1 2/06/d id c I i mat 
e change juice _ du lut. shtml). 
III Assoc iated Press, StllllllIer Is 'Jllhm Global JIIarllIing Looks Like ' (.I une 30. 20 12) (o nl ine at 
http ://www. time.eomit ime/hea lth/article/0.8599.2 11 8697.00. html#ixzz I zr07YSZ V). 
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conditions he has sa id wo uld happen.19 Chri s Field of the Carneg ie Institution and Stanfo rd 
Un iversity sa id , " It's rea ll y dramatic how many of the patterns that we've talked about as the 
expression of the ex tremes are hitting the U.S. ri ght now.,,20 Michael Oppenheimer of Princeton 
Uni versity stated, " What we're seeing reall y is a window into what global warming rea ll y looks 
li ke . ... It looks like heal. It looks li ke fires. It looks like thi s kind of enviro nmental di sasters.,,2 1 

Climate change is a grave threat facing our nati on and the world, yet yo u refuse to hold 
hearings and the Republican-controlled House votes repeated ly to block acti on to address climate 
change. In total, the House has voted 37 times thi s year to overturn EPA' s scientific findings 
that climate change endangers health and the environment, to stop regulati ons to reduce carbon 
emissions, to prevent the United States fro m participating in internati onal negoti ations, and even 
to cut funding fo r bas ic climate science. 22 This is a shameful record . 

Congress cannot legis late responsibly if we do not li sten to the experts and do not know 
what the consequences of our votes will be. That is why hearings are essentia l and why we are 
once again asking that the Commillee hold them. 

19 / d. 
20 1d. 
2 1 Id. 

Henry A. Waxman 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

I30bby . ush 
Ranking Member 
Subcommi tlee on Energy and Power 

22 Commillee on Energy and Commerce, Minori ty Staff, U.S . I-louse of Representati ves, The 
Anti-Environment Record ojthe u.s. HOllse ojRepresel1lal ives. 112'/' Congress (June 18, 20 12) 
(online at 
htlp:! Idemocrats.energycommerce.house.gov/sites/defau ltl fi lesli mage _ u ploads/Report_ Anti Env_ 
06. 18.12.pdf). 


