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The Chairman. And we will now move to the markup portion of the
meeting, and we are going to adopt, hopefully, several bills that passed
the last Congress but were not acted on by the Senate. And with
agreement with Mr. Waxman, we are going to move these very quickly.

I recognize myself for a couple of minutes to provide an opening
statement, though I will not use all of that time. As I mentioned
previously, I have made it a policy in this committee to prioritize
bipartisan bills and amendments. It is no mistake that we are here
on the first day of the Energy and Commerce Committee's business in
this Congress to move quickly on a series of bipartisan bills. We will
undoubtedly continue to have our differences, and we will work hard
to achieve the policies and principles in which we believe, but the
first five bills before us today show that we can work together on a
shared priority.

And I would thank my colleagues for the work in the last Congress,
and I am pleased to move these bills this year.

And I would now yield to Mr. Waxman.

[The prepared statement of The Chairman follows: ]



Mr. Waxman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for scheduling today's
markup of the three bipartisan public health bills and two bipartisan
hydropower bills. Each of these bills passed in the 112th Congress
but did not advance in the Senate. I am pleased that we are working
once again to move them forward on a bipartisan basis.

The Children's Hospital GME Support Reauthorization Act is
sponsored by Chairman Pitts and Ranking Member Pallone. H.R. 297
continues the successful National Physician Training Program that
provides ongoing and consistent financial support to hospitals, such
as Children's Hospital of Los Angeles, for the training of doctors who
specialize in pediatrics.

Congresswomen Capps and McMorris Rodgers are the authors of the
National Pediatric Research Network Act of 2013, which would allow the
National Institutes of Health to establish a National Pediatric
Research Network dedicated to finding treatments and cures for
pediatric diseases and conditions, especially those that are rare.
H.R. 225 also places emphasis on professional training for future
pediatric researchers, and I would encourage NIH to take full advantage
of this opportunity to build on a strong body of its existing pediatric
research.

The Veterans Emergency Medical Technician Support Act of 2013 is
sponsored by Congressman Kinzinger and Congresswoman Capps. It
authorizes a demonstration grant program to States so they in turn can
streamline the certification and licensure requirements for returning

veterans to become emergency medical technicians. This legislation



seeks to respond to higher than average unemployment rates experienced
by our veterans, advancing shared goals of getting our vets back to
work and addressing areas of shortage and health professionals.

H.R. 267 is a bipartisan bill introduced by Congresswomen
McMorris Rodgers and DeGette that will facilitate the development of
new environmentally responsible hydropower projects. Their staffs
worked closely with the committee staff to produce this legislation.
After extensive discussions with interested stakeholders, the bill is
now one that is a good cooperative one that produces a balanced
bipartisan approach.

The last bill is the Collinsville hydropower legislation
introduced by Congresswoman Esty of Connecticut, the bill would
authorize the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to reinstate
licenses for two hydroelectric projects on the Farmington River and
to transfer those licenses to the towns of Canton, Connecticut. This
balanced bill allows FERC to get these projects licensed expeditiously,
while ensuring that the appropriate environmental analysis is
completed and considered.

Democrats and Republicans worked together to bring each of these
bills before the full committee today. And when the chairman calls
up the bills and we have a chance to vote on them, I would urge any
colleagues to support all of them.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Waxman follows:]
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The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Waxman.

Let me just say I intend to call up each of these bills
individually and have a quick voice vote on each of the five and will
entertain requests now for opening statements on any of the bills if
a member would like to -- let me recognize Mr. Pitts first, and then
I will come to the other side.

Mr. Pitts. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to enter the following letters of support into the
record under unanimous consent. The letter from the Association of
Medical Colleges in support of H.R. 297; a letter from National
Children's Hospital in support of H.R. 297 and H.R. 225; a letter from
the Association of United States Navy in support of H.R. 235; and one
from the Collation for pediatric Medical Research in support of
H.R. 225.

The Chairman. Without objection.

[The information follows: ]



The Chairman. The chair will recognize -- oh, I am sorry.

Mr. Pitts. Briefly, Mr. Chairman, let me make a few remarks on
H.R. 297, the Jones Hospital Graduate Medical Education Support
Reauthorization Act. Ranking Member Pallone and I reintroduced this
bill to reauthorize the children's hospital GMA program for an initial
5 years. The program trains 40 percent of our Nation's pediatrics,
43 percent of pediatric subspecialties; more than 5,000 residents take
part in this program every career; and 56 freestanding children's
hospitals in the U.S. participate. Since the program was enacted in
1999, the number of pediatric residents has increased 35 percent.

This program has enjoyed bipartisan support since its creation.
And in the 112th Congress, we reauthorized the program and actually
passed it twice. I would like to thank my friend Mr. Pallone for
helping lead on the bill again.

I urge all my colleagues to support the critical program and yield
back.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Pitts follows:]



The Chairman. The chair would recognize Mr. Pallone for an
opening statement.

Mr. Pallone. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I wanted to comment on the health bills, but just very briefly,
I just wanted to say, first, welcome to the new members. And I can't
help but reminisce -- some of you have heard my say this before -- about
when I was a freshman Member, and I was on the Transportation Committee
at the time because my predecessor Jim Howard was the chairman of it,
so I decided I had to goon it. And very quickly, I would sort of wander
over to the entrance of the Rayburn building and come in here and listen
to some of the hearings of the Energy and Commerce Committee. And I
was just amazed at the debate over the great issues of the day. And
I saw people -- I hope they don't take offense to what I say -- but
I saw people John Dingell who was the chairman, and Henry Waxman, and
Ed Markey, and Bill Richardson, sort of great leaders of the Congress.
I mean, they still are, but some of them are not here anymore. And
I said to myself, that is it; I am not staying on the Transportation
Committee; I have got to get on this committee. And I certainly made
the right decision, that is for sure, because we still deal with all
the great issues in the Congress.

So congratulations to the new members for joining the committee.

Also I wanted to mention that when the President spoke yesterday,
he talked about how every generation has its crises, but when we work
together on a bipartisan basis, we can manage to get over those crises

and address them. And I really think when Henry Waxman said that is
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what we really need to do here is true; we really need to work on a
bipartisan basis, and we can get things done.

So let me talk about the bills briefly if I can. I know that we
talk about how two of these bills already passed the House, but we ran
out of the time in the Senate. I just wanted to comment on the
Children's Hospital Graduate Medical Education Reauthorization Act,
which I sponsor with Chairman Pitts. Children in our committees are
counting on this program to train a future generation of pediatricians.
And it is a program with proven results, and it is past time we authorize
CHGME and provide certainty to hospitals and doctors.

The bill had overwhelming support in the last Congress, and I hope
this year the Senate will take it up and send it to the President.
Nationwide, 56 hospitals in 30 States participate in the program, which
funds medical school graduates, enhances hospital research
capabilities and improves hospitals' ability to provide care to
vulnerable and underserved children. 1In 2009, the program supported
the training of 5,361 resident physicians.

The two other health bills, the Pediatric Research Consortium Act
and the Veterans Emergency Medical Technician Support Act, were both
sponsored by Congresswoman Capps. And we overwhelmingly passed these
bills through both committees and the House last Congress, so I support
their passage again.

I don't want to reiterate all the details of them. They are very
important, and particularly, if I could mention to my colleague Ms.

Capps, when we had the hearing on the EMT bill, it was really interesting
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to see how many veterans really were thwarted in their efforts to
complete EMT training that they could use after they left the military,
so I think that is a particularly important bill, and I urge my
colleagues to support these, and hopefully we can get them on the floor
and passed in the Senate in a timely fashion.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Pallone follows:]
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The Chairman. Thank you.

Other members wishing to make an opening statement?

Mr. Latta.

Mr. Latta. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I appreciate the time.

And just briefly, I also want to specifically mention my support
for H.R. 297, the legislation to reauthorize Graduate Medical
Education Programs for Children's Hospitals. There are six Ohio
children's hospitals receiving CHGME, and this authorization is
extremely important to train pediatric residents and specialists in
pediatrics in Ohio and across the country. This is a vital
reauthorization, and I am hopeful the bill moves quickly through the
House and the Senate and is signed into law by President.

In addition, H.R. 267, the Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act
of 2013, of which I am also an original cosponsor, is an important part
of the House Republicans' energy policy. And hope to attain the energy
independence for this country, and I strongly support this bill.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Latta follows:]
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The Chairman. The gentleman yields back.

Other members?

Gentlelady from Colorado.

Ms. DeGette. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Just very briefly, I would like to express my thanks to everybody
for the bipartisan support of these bills. The problem we have with
these bills is not bipartisanship; it is bicameral support. And these
bills are ones that passed the House pretty unanimously and then never
got called up in the other body, so now we are giving them 2 years.
I hope maybe they will take them up.

The first one I want to give support to is Representative Capps
and Ms. McMorris Rodgers' bill that I have been working on also for
many years, the National Pediatric Research Network Act. That is a
really important bill that passed the House the last two Congresses,
and I hope the other body takes it up because our Nation's children
deserve it.

And then, of course, the second bill is the bill that I have been
doing with Representative McMorris Rodgers the past couple of years,
the Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act of 2013. What this bill does
is it cuts red tape for hydropower producers. And I was just looking
at an op-ed from the Telluride, Colorado, newspaper; there are so many
small hydro projects around the country who would be producing energy
if we would cut the regulations and red tape.

I want to thank you for bringing them up, Mr. Chairman, and I yield

back.



[The prepared statement of Ms. DeGette follows:]
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The Chairman. Let me just say that I intend to try to get these
bills up on the House floor as quick as we can.

I will be walking over to the Senate to see if we can't get them
moving along to the President's desk.

Other members wishing to speak?

Mr. Hall.

Mr. Hall. Mr. Chairman, I will be very brief.

I am honored to be back here. Some 30, 32 years ago, I came to
Congress, and a guy named Jim Wright was Majority Leader, I believe,
then later the Speaker, asked me what committee I wanted. Sam Rayburn
had been my Speaker -- Congressman. He told me this was the only
committee up here to be on. I asked for this committee and NASA. I
got both of them. I am honored to be here. Thank you. I look forward
to working with you.

I like Democrats and Republicans. Like heaven and hell, I have
friends in both places. I am willing to work with you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Hall follows:]
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The Chairman. And as we know, you have sat on both sides of the
aisle. Thank you.

Other members wishing to speak?

The gentleman from New York, Mr. Engel.

Mr. Engel. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I support the bills, but I really want to take the opportunity
to congratulate you, again, as chairman. You are a Member's Member;
we all appreciate collegiality. You and I have gone back a long time,
and I just want to congratulate you. It is a pleasure to be on this
committee, thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Engel follows:]

kxkkkkkk COMMITTEE INSERT *k***¥%k



17

The Chairman. Other members wishing to speak?

The gentlelady from California.

Mrs. Capps. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

And my words of thanks will be brief as well, but starting with
you, just for what you said just now; we are moving these bills now.
Hopefully they will be in action and signed by the President shortly
thanks to your quick efforts.

I want to thank also the folks, Ranking Member Waxman, Chairman
Pitts, Ranking Member Pallone, for their work on the Children's
Hospital Association Coalition for Pediatric Medical Research for
backing H.R. 225, and my colleague Congresswoman McMorris Rodgers for
all her hard work on this bill and to her personal commitment to children
with special health care needs.

The National Pediatric Research Network Act also wouldn't be
without where it is, and I want to mention -- I know we all have
constituents, and I know you do, Mr. Chairman, but my family, a strong
family in Santa Barbara, California, have created their own foundation
on issues like this and have put such a great deal of support into this
effort. They have dedicated their lives to working toward a clear and
better treatment for children with spinal muscular atrophy. They are
such a model of how hard work can make a difference in the lives of
children and their families.

I alsowant to briefly thank Representative Kinzinger for his hard
work on the EMT bill. I am proud to work with you, all of you, on this

important legislation as well.
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I urge support for both measures and yield back the balance of
my time.

[The prepared statement of Mrs. Capps follows: ]
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The Chairman. Thank you.

Other members wishing to speak?

Seeing none, no other members seek recognition.

The chair will call up H.R. 267, the Hydropower Regulatory
Efficiency Act of 2013. The first reading is dispensed with, and the
bill is agreed and ordered favorably reported by unanimous consent.

Without objection, so ordered.

[The information follows:]
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The Chairman. Chair now calls up H.R. 316, the Collinsville
Renewable Energy Promotion Act. The first reading is dispensed with.
The bill is agreed to and ordered favorably reported by unanimous
consent.

Without objection, so ordered.

[The information follows: ]
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The Chairman. The chair now calls up H.R. 297, to amend the
Public Service Health Act to reauthorize support for graduate medical
education programs in children's hospitals.

The first reading is dispensed with. The bill is agreed to and
favorably reported by unanimous consent.

Without objection, so ordered.

[The information follows:]
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The Chairman. Chair now calls up H.R. 225, National Pediatric
Research Network Act of 2013.

First reading is dispensed with, and the bill is agreed to and
ordered favorably reported by unanimous consent.

Without objection, so ordered.

[The information follows: ]
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The Chairman. The chair finally calls up H.R. 235, the Veteran
Emergency Medical Technician Support Act of 2013.

The first reading is dispensed with. The bill is agreed to and
ordered favorably by unanimous consent.

Without objection, so ordered.

[The information follows: ]
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The Chairman. And without objection, staff is authorized to make
technical and conforming changes to the bills approved by the committee
today.

Hearing no objection, so ordered.

And without objection, the committee stands adjourned.

Thank you all.

[Whereupon, at 11:00 a.m., the committee was adjourned.]





