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I am writing to express my concern about how you and other Republican members 
continue to characterize EPA's grants for research and environmental act ivi ties abroad . 

During the February 28 hearing on the FY20 13 budget fo r EPA, you ca lled EPA's 
internati onal grantmak ing an "example of EPA mission creep and abuse of discreti on." You 
cited a "rise in spending for grants going to other countries" and stated that the "agency 
shouldn' t be spending taxpayer dollars on such foreign efforts.,,1 Rep. McKinley stated during 
hi s questioning o f Administrator Jackson that EPA gave $28 million to fo reign governments last 
year. During your questioning, you cited two EPA grants---{)ne for work in China and one for 
work in Thailand- as of parti cular concern . 

These statements misrepresent the Obama Administration's track record in awarding 
grants for international environmental work. 

First, as EPA Administrator Jackson testifi ed, EPA has a long history of award ing grants 
to organizations and institutions, both here and abroad , to tackle pressing envirOlUllental 
problems. This established practice, spanning decades and several administra ti ons, hardly 
constitutes " mission creep" under the current administration and is not a practi ce started under 

I Opening Statement of the Honorab le Ed Whitfield , Subcommittee on Energy and Power and 
Subcommittee on EnvirolUnent and the Economy, Joint Hearing on The FY 2013 EPA Budget, 
ll 2'h Congo (Feb. 28, 20 12) (on li ne at 
ht1p:/ /republ icans.energycommerce. house.gov/Mediaifi le/Hearings/ Jo i nt/20 120228_ EP _ EE/H H 
RG-11 2-1F03-1F l 8-MState-W0004 l 3-20 l20228 .pdf). 
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President Obama. In facl. the two grants yo u singled out as prob lemati c during your questi oning 
of Admini strato r Jackson-a grant to China to reduce emissions of persistent organi c pollutants 
and a grant to Thai land to reduce methane emissions fro m swine farms- were initiated by the 
Bush admini stration in 2004 and 2008, respecti ve ly. 

Second , I question the basis fo r yo ur asscrti ons that EPA's grant payments to fo reign 
governments under the Obama administration represent a signifi cant departure from grant ­
making under prev ious ad mini strations. 

EPA has provided the Committee with in fo rmation on 500 grants to projects that have a 
fore ign component. [n FY20 II , the Obama Administration paid out $28 million to these 
grantees. But not a ll of thi s money went to foreign gove rnments, as Rep . McKinley asserted 
during the hearing. In fact , a more careful rev iew of these 500 grants shows that 84% 01' the 
fund s paid in FY20 I I went to o rgani zations based in the United States. Moreover, in some 
cases, these grantees appear to have spent only a small percentage o f their funding outside of the 
United States 2 

Thi s is the second time I have sent a le tter to cla ri fy the rcco rd rcgarding the majorit y's 
mislead ing statements on thi s matter. In June 20 11 , the majority stafTproduced an anal ysis of 
EPA' s international grant-making under the Obama Administrati on. An analysis of that report 
by my staff revealed that it contained multiple inacc urac ies. I asked Chairman Upton to retract 
that report pending a more carefu l review of the reco rd 3 Regrettably, it remains avail able on the 
Committee's website. 

I support ri gorous oversight of gove rnment spendi ng, but I am di sappointed by the 
majority's inacc urate statements and continued attempts to paint a ll EPA ' s grants for 
internat iona l work as a waste of taxpayer do llars. Many o f these grant s are designed to cut air 
pollution, which knows no borders; reduce gree nhouse gas emissions that arc fue ling climate 
change; and to provide much-needed assistance in countries suFFerin g From tremendous poverty 
and environmental contamination. 

I again request that you to retract the erroneous June 20 II report and urge yo u to reassess 
the majority's approach to thi s in vesti gati on as it mo ves fo rward . 

2 For exam ple. EPA awarded a mufti-million do llar grant to a U.S. uni versity for air po llution 
research in the United States. Because researchers a t the uni versity trave led to Spain in 20 I I to 
present their sc ientifi c findings at an ep idemio logy con Ference, EPA counted thi s as a "fo reign" 
grant for purposes of responding to the major it y's request for info rmati on. cvcn though the vast 
majorit y of the grant has been used lor research conducted at the uni vc rsity in the United States. 
3 Letter from Ranking Member Henry Wax man to Chairman Fred Upton, Comm ittee on Energy 
and Commerce (Ju ly 11 , 20 11 ) (on line at 
http ://democrats .energycommerce.house.gov/sites/defau lt/fil es/documents/Letter_ Upton_07. 1 1.1 
I. pdl). 
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cc: The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Henry A. Waxman 
Ranking Member 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

The Honorable Bobby Rush 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 


