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October 13, 2011 

Dear Chairman Upton and Chairman Whitfield : 

Recently, the New York Times reported on the practi ce of natural gas fl aring across wide 
areas of North Dakota. 1 This practi ce involves the burning of 100 million cubic feet of natural 
gas every day or, as the Times reported, "enough energy to heat half a million homes for a day." 
These practices, which burn up to 30% of the natu ral gas produced in North Dakota each year, 
are responsible for the release of two million tons of C02 in the atmosphere every year. 

These are shocking stati sti cs. Our goal should be to uti li ze domesti c energy resources 
responsibly to reduce our dependence on imported energy, not to squander vast quantiti es of 
natural gas. The associated release of large volumes of greenhouse gas emissions will 
exacerbate our contribution to global warming. 

These wasteful practices appear to be a result of high oil prices and low prices for natural 
gas . Investments in infrastructure to capture the natural gas associated with oil drilling are not 
keeping up with the rapid pace of oil exploration and development. 

I I Krauss, Cl ifford. " In North Dakota, Flames of Wasted Natural Gas Light the Prairie", New York T imes (Sept. 
26, 20 11). 
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We are writing to request a hearing in the Energy and Power Subcommittee on thi s natural 
gas fl aring. We should ascertain the extent of these practices, their energy and environmental 
consequences, and whether these practi ces warrant any additional attention from the Department 
of Energy and the Enviro nmental Protection Agency. 

Thank you for considering our request. 

~l.~~ 
Hemy A. Waxman 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

~~7~ 
Ranking Member 
SubconIDlittee on Energy and Power 
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