
The President 
The White HOllse 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President : 

(:ongu55 of tbt Wnittb j,tatt5 
"OU~t of l\tprt~tntatibt~ 

Masbington. :mit 20515 

July 27, 2011 

We are writing to urge you to establish carbon pollution and fue l efficiency standards for 
vehicles sold in model years 2017-2025 that recognize our technological capability, our need for 
energy independence, the large potential cost savings for consumers, and the importance of 
strong standards for preventing climate change and enhancing our national securit y. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (N HTSA), and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) are currently 
developing proposed carbon pollution and fuel efficiency standards under the national program 
for new vehicles sold in model years 20 17-2025 . We believe these should be the strongest 
possible standards. 

The ex isting standards fo r model years 20 12 to 20 16 demonstrate the remarkable benefits 
possible from cutting carbon pollution from motor vehicles . When the auto fl eet turns over and 
all vehicles are meeting these standards, the nationwide savings will be 2 million barrels of oil 
per day. For the individual consumer, the standards are expected to yield net sav ings of$3 ,000 
over the life of a vehicle . In a fundamental and hi storic shin , the new standards are predicted to 
stop the growth in U.S. consumption of oil. 

We now have the opportunity to build on thi s progress to further reduce our costl y and 
dangerous oil dependence and protect our health and environment. 

Technology is available to significantl y cut pollution from automobiles and light trucks 
by 2025. Preliminary estimates by the Environmental Protection Agency and the National 
Highway Transportation Safety Administration indicate that these standards could save 
consumers as much as $7,400 over the lifetime ofa model year 2025 vehicle, while saving up to 
1.3 billion barrels of oil and cutting our carbon pollution by 590 million metric tons over the 
lifetime of model year 2025 vehicles. A high standard will also benefit our domestic auto 
industry. It will spur ilmovation and ensure that u.S. companies stay at the forefront of 
automoti ve technology. 

The estimate of the potential consumer benefits by the Admi nistration relies on the 
assumption that the costs of gasoline will range from $3.49 per gallon in 2025 to $4.34 per 
ga llon in 2050. We believe these are unrea li stically low gasoline prices. If gasoline prices are 
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higher, as many in fo rmed observers expect, the benefit s to consumers are likely to greatl y exceed 
the $7,400 estimated cost-savings . 

We urge yo u to seize thi s opportunity and set vehicle standards that max imize consumer 
sav ings, reductions in carbon pollution, and our energy independence. 

~~;';110~ 
Den;:c~atc Leader 

Sincerely, 

~C\.w~ 
Henry A. Waxman 

Ranking Member 

Commit1ee on Energy 

and Commerce 

~k~~ 
Ranking Member 

Commit1ee on Natural 

Resources 


