
FRED UPTON. M ICHIGAN 

CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDRED 1WELFTH CONGRE SS 

HENRY A . WAXMAN . CALIFORNIA 

RANKING MEMBER 

(tCongre55 of tue Wniteb ~tate5 
J!,Jousc of l\cprescntatibcs 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
2125 R AYBURN H OUSE O FFICE B UILOING 

W ASHINGTON, DC 20515- 6115 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Secretary of State 
United States Department of State 
2201 C Street N W 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

Majo rity (202) 225-2927 
Minority (202) 225-3641 

June 19,201 2 

We are writing to commend you for your efforts to spur international action to address 
short-li ved climate pollutants, including black carbon, ground-level ozone, methane, and 
hydro fluorocarbons (HFC's). We also encourage you to focus high-level attention on this issue 
at the G20 Summit in Mex ico and in the months lead ing up to the Mont rea l Protocol's Meeting 
of the Parti es in November. 

Unlike carbon diox ide, which remains in the atmosphere for millennia, short-li ved 
climate pollutants have a relatively short lifetime in the atmosphere of a few days to a few 
decades. Yet they are responsible fo r nearl y half of current global warming. I As a result, cutting 
short-li ved cl imate pollution can signifi cantl y reduce the current rate of global warming, 
particularly in the Arctic, where it can reduce the rate ofwanning by an estimated two-th irds in 
the nex t thirty years.2 Implementation of measures to cut emiss ions of short-li ved climate 
pollutants has the potential to reduce the planetary warming expected by 2050 by haifa degree 
Celsius3 Such action would substantiall y reduce the ri sk of crossing the dangerous threshold of 
more than two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) of global warming. Because ground­
level ozone and black carbon also harm human health and agriculture, emiss ions reducti ons 

I Intergovenunental Panel on Climate Change, Foul'lh Assessment Report: The Physical 
Science Basis (2007). 

2 World Meteorological Organization and United Nati ons Enviro nment Programme, 
Integrated Assessment a/Black Carbon and Tropospheric Ozone (20 11 ). 

3 Id.; Simultaneously Mitigat ing Near-Term Climate Change and Improving Human 
health and Food Security, Science (Jan. 20 12). 
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could save millions of li ves each year and increase ann ual crop yields by tens of millions of 
tons:1 

We strongly support the initiatives of the recently-launched C limate and C lean Air 
Coalit ion to Reduce Short- Lived Climate Pollutants. By partnering with a number o f' developed 
and developing countries, as well as international organi zations, the United Stales has taken a 
leadership ro le in address ing these pollutants.s The Coalition promises to produce concrete 
environmental and health benefit s by focusing on the rapid implementati on of fi ve initi at ives, 
including reducing diese l emissions from heavy-duty vehicles, upgrading old inefficient brick 
ki lns, and acce lerating the reduction of methane emissions from land fill s. We be lieve that your 
personal commi tment to thi s effort has been cruc ial to its earl y success. 

Your personal invo lvement in the effort to address l-lloCs under the Montrea l Protoco l 
wou ld be simi larly inva luab le . The Montrea l Protoco l is widely recognized as a tremendously 
successful internationa l environmental agreement. In 2009, it became the first in ternational 
envi ronmental agreement to achieve uni versal ratification by every country in the worl d. As a 
result of the Montrea l Protoco l' s legall y binding controls on the production and consumption or 
ozone depleting substances, globa l emissions of these gases are a sma ll fraction o r their 1990 
levels. A lthough we still have a way to go, the ozone layer is on the path to reco ve ry. 

In 2009, the United States joined Mex ico and Canada in propos ing an amendment to the 
Montrea l Protoco l to phase-down the prod uction and consumption o r 1-1 FCs, which are extremely 
potent greenhouse gases . The amendment has not yet been adopted , but each year the No rth 
Ameri can proposal has gained SUpp0l1 - from 4 1 countries in 2009 to 9 1 countries in 20 10 and 
108 countries in 20 II . 

Th is year. the United States, Mex ico. and Canada ha ve once agai n placed the I-IFC 
proposa l on the agenda o f the Meeting of' the Parti es in November. This year is the twenty-firth 
anni ve rsary of the Mont real Protoco l. It is a time when part ies will natura ll y refl ec t on past 
successes and look to harness the potential o f the Protoco l to confront new chall enges. In 2007, 
with the leade rship of the United States, the parties agreed to accelerate the phase-out o f 
hydrochloro fluorocarbons (i-ICFCs), which both dep lete the ozone laye r and contribute to 
climate change. Five years later, the pressing task is to adopt the North American HFC proposa l. 
We encourage you to persona ll y engage with the governments of key de veloping countri es. such 
as Ind ia, China, and Brazi l, to make substanti ve negot iat ions a rea lity. The foundation for 
progress has already been laid. It is time for the Montreal Protoco l to take its nex t big stride 
forward . 

• Sill/lI!f{fl1eolls!y Miligaling Near-Terll/ C/ill/ale Change and !II/prol'ing !!lImon ileailh 
and Food Security , Science (Jan. 201 2). 

S The found ing coalition partners arc Bangladesh. Canada, Ghana, Mexico. Sweden, and 
the United States, together with the UN Environment Programme. U.S. Department of State, 
Fac t Sheet , The Climate and Clean Ail' Coalition 10 Redllce ShoJ'/-Lived Clill/ote Pol/Illonis (Feb. 
16. 20 12) (onl ine at www.state.gov!r!paiprs/ps/20 12/02/184055.htm). 
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Climate change is an enormous challenge. We apprec iate yo ur dedication to address ing 
thi s problem and look forward to working with you to harness the full potential orthe Montreal 
Protocol and the Climate and Clean Ai r Coalition to help meet thi s challenge. 

Sincerely, 

l/e-.,Ct~~~ 'A..(~~~3~4"~ 
Henry A. Waxm~n Edward J. M"arkey 
Ranking Member Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Committee on Natura l 

Commerce Resources 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Foreign 

Affairs 


