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I call the Committee to order. 
 
Over the next two days, the committee will consider several important pieces of 

legislation. 
 
I want to thank my colleagues for their hard work in getting these bills to the point where 

we can take them forward. 
 
I want briefly to outline the measures we will be marking up: 
 
Today we will consider H.R. 847, the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act. 
 
This legislation will take care of the thousands of first responders who rushed to the 

World Trade Centers to save as many people as they could, and who have been sickened as a 
result of the toxic clouds that enveloped lower Manhattan in the wake of the attacks.  The 
legislation will also provide health care for the thousands of people who lived and worked in 
Lower Manhattan at the time of the attacks.   

 
The bill establishes a program to provide health care from qualified experts to the first 

responders and other survivors of the attacks.  The bill would also monitor the health of first 
responders and survivors who may develop illnesses related to the 9/11 attacks.  The bill also 
authorizes research to understand what the health effects of the exposures to the toxic debris of 
the World Trade Center towers are.   

 
Tomorrow we will consider three bills.  One is H.R. 4805, the Formaldehyde Standards 

for Composite Wood Products Act.  This legislation would establish a federal standard, based on 
requirements already set by the State of California, to limit the amount of formaldehyde that can 
be emitted from composite wood products.  Because it would apply this standard nationally, the 
legislation would result in greater protections for all Americans.  It would ensure that we do not 
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have a repeat of the disaster with the FEMA trailers used after Hurricane Katrina – which made 
so many people sick – and it would make all consumers safer.  

 
In addition, the legislation would provide a level playing field for American 

manufacturers in competing against importers, who currently do not have to meet these standards 
unless they sell in California.  This legislation would end this disparity, making all manufacturers 
– domestic and foreign – meet the same safety standards. 

 
We have worked extensively with the minority over the past two months to resolve some 

of their concerns with the bill.   I would also like to commend Ms. Matsui for championing this 
legislation and ensuring that we are doing everything we can for both consumers and businesses. 

 
Another bill we will consider tomorrow is the Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 2010 – the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reauthorization.  This is important 
legislation that has the potential to dramatically improve vehicle safety into the future.   

 
This year, we have seen why we need to reform our auto safety laws.  Toyota received 

thousands of complaints of sudden unintended acceleration, but never thoroughly investigated 
the possible causes.  NHTSA, the agency charged with protecting the public from unsafe 
vehicles, had plenty of evidence that there was a problem.  But it lacked the expertise, the 
resources, and the will to force a recall.   

 
The legislation before us today will address many of these problems and advance auto 

and highway safety. 
 
Finally, the Committee will turn to H.R. 5320, the Assistance, Quality, and Affordability 

Act – or AQUA – which will ensure the rebuilding of our safe drinking water infrastructure. 
 
This legislation will work to ensure that public water systems deliver safe, affordable 

drinking water to the American people, while creating jobs and prioritizing financially sound 
investment in our water infrastructure.  

 
The AQUA Act has strong support from stakeholders across the board:  rural and 

metropolitan water systems, state drinking water administrators, civil engineers, labor unions, 
water technology researchers, and environmental groups. 

  
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, our nation’s drinking water 

systems require at least $334 billion in investment over the next twenty years.  Currently, we are 
not investing enough to even maintain the infrastructure we have, let alone improve and upgrade 
it. 

 
Reauthorizing the drinking water state revolving fund is a critically important step in 

addressing this priority.  
 
I thank my colleagues for their work on these very important pieces of legislation. 


