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Table 1: FDA Inspections of Food Firms in Foreign Countries, Fiscal Years 2001 through 2008 

 2001  2002  2003  2004  2005   2006   2007  2008  Total 

Mexico   17  15  8  15  7   16   26  29  133

Ecuador   8  0  11  24  0   11   10  0  64

Thailand   4  10  0  10  0   22   0  12  58

Chile   13  0  15  6  7   11   0  5  57

Peru   13  0  0  18  1   9   9  4  54

Brazil   0  12  6  7  21   0   0  7  53

China   0  9  2  6  16   0   0  13  46

Taiwan   9  7  0  9  0   7   0  7 39

Canada   13  0  13  1  0   7   4  0  38

Costa Rica   0  11  0  4  5   7   0  7 34

Honduras   9  8  0  0  7   0   0 8 32

Vietnam   0  9  0  10  8   0   0  4  31

Argentina   7  5  0  0  0   0   19  0  31

India   6  0  10  0  7   7   0  0  30

South Korea   14  0  0  1  7   0   6  0  28

Australia   12  0  6  0  0   9   0  0  27

Jamaica   2  6  0  3  0   3   0  8  22

Fiji   0  0  8  0  0   0   13  0  21

Guatemala   0  10  0  0  6   0   0  5  21

Singapore   10  0  0  8  0   0   0  3  21

Nicaragua   0  8  0  0  0   7   0  4  19

El Salvador   0  0  8  0  6   0   0  4  18

Germany   5  4  4  0  0   1   1  2  17

Estonia   8  0  0  8  0   0   0  0  16

Panama   0  0  7  0  0   0   0  9  16

South Africa   5  0  11  0  0   0   0  0  16

Malaysia   0  0  0  0  9   0   0  6  15

28 additional countriesa   

Total number of countries that had firms inspected 
by FDA during the specific fiscal year listed above 26  22  22  20  16   15   11  24  56

Total inspections 211  169  148  153  132   125   95  153  1,186

Source: GAO analysis of FDA data. 
aCountries with a total of 14 or fewer inspections between 2001 and 2008 are not listed in the table. 
These countries include: Italy (14 inspections), Latvia (14), Uruguay (14), Venezuela (14), Morocco 
(13), New Zealand (13), Poland (13), Trinidad and Tobago (12), France (11), Norway (11), Romania 
(10), Surinam (10), Iceland (9), Bulgaria (8),Colombia (8), United Kingdom (8), Cyprus (7), Turkey (5), 
Belize (4), Spain (4), Belgium (3), Greece (3), Hungary (3), Indonesia (3), Finland (2), Haiti (2), Japan 
(2), and the Netherlands (2). 
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