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Last year, the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act was signed into law.  

It grants the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) the authority to regulate the content, 
advertising, and marketing of tobacco products in order to protect the public health. 

 
This legislation marked one critical step in a long history of efforts to reduce tobacco use 

by teens.  Today, teen smoking rates are down, and while we still have a long way to go, at least 
the trend is moving in the right direction. 

 
But there is one exception to this improvement:  smokeless tobacco.  With smokeless 

tobacco, the trends are moving in the wrong direction, and the tobacco companies know it.   
 
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the use of smokeless tobacco by teens declined at about 

the same rate as cigarette smoking.  But over the last few years, the decline in smokeless tobacco 
use has stagnated, and use has even increased.  Last year, smokeless tobacco use among 10th 
graders reached its highest level since 2002. 

 
This is a serious health risk.  The increased use of smokeless tobacco will mean millions 

more teens getting hooked on nicotine.   
 
That’s why I want to thank Chairman Pallone for holding today’s hearing.  We will hear 

from some of the nation’s leading experts in smokeless tobacco use, learn about its risks, and 
learn about how to stem the rising tide of use among youth. 

 
Two of our witnesses are not new to this Committee.  In 1994, as Chairman of the 

Subcommittee on Health and the Environment, I chaired hearings on the health effects of 
smokeless tobacco.  At those hearings, we heard from Dr. Connolly and from Joe Garagiola, 
both of whom will be testifying on the second panel today.  Mr. Garagiola’s 1994 testimony 
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discussed the same subject we will focus on today:  the impact of tobacco use by Major League 
Baseball players and its impact on youth.   

 
We appreciate the work they have done for decades now to reduce the use of smokeless 

tobacco by kids and by Major League Baseball players.   
 
Unfortunately, Major League Baseball, and the players’ union have yet to take decisive 

steps to end this terrible scourge. 
 
Some progress has been made.  In 1993, Commissioner Selig banned smokeless tobacco 

in Minor League clubhouses and dugouts.  Baseball no longer allows tobacco companies to 
provide free samples to players.  And the league and the union continue to educate players and 
fund efforts to reduce tobacco use by youth. 

 
But at the Major League level, there continues to be no restrictions on the use of 

smokeless tobacco by players.   
 
This means that millions of young fans are exposed on a daily basis to the use of 

smokeless tobacco by their heroes.  The camera shots are relentless.  A recent study by Dr. 
Connolly’s colleagues at Harvard found that in just one game of the 2004 World Series, 
ballplayers provided $6.4 million worth of free advertising for smokeless tobacco. 

 
If you’re a Major League Baseball player, and you are chewing tobacco, you can bet that 

many thousands of young, impressionable ballplayers are watching you chew.  Too many of 
them will take up the habit to be just like you.    

 
That’s why Major League Baseball and the players’ association need to take action to end 

the use of smokeless tobacco by big league players.   
 
Mr. Manfred and Mr. Prouty:  over the next year, you will begin to negotiate a new 

collective bargaining agreement for Major League Baseball and its players.  As part of that 
agreement, you will have the opportunity to make the same decision about smokeless tobacco 
that you made about cigarettes and cigars decades ago:  banning its use by big league players in 
the dugout and on the field. 

 
You prohibited smoking on and off the field.  It’s time to prohibit smokeless tobacco on 

and off the field. 
 
You have the opportunity to protect your players’ health, and to protect the health of 

millions of young adults.   
 
This Committee will continue its vigorous and ongoing oversight of these issues.  The 

protection of young Americans from the ravages of tobacco – in all its forms – demands no less.  
 
And Major League Baseball and its players must step up to the plate to do their part.  
 


