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I want to thank Chairman Boucher for moving quickly to consider two bills that, if 
approved, will greatly enhance our national spectrum policy.  

 
The first bill we will be considering today is H.R. 3125, the Radio Spectrum Inventory 

Act, which I introduced with Chairman Boucher and Ranking Members Barton and Stearns.   I 
am pleased that 15 other members of the Energy and Commerce Committee have joined us as 
cosponsors of this legislation.   

 
This bipartisan bill represents a crucial first step towards a full inventory, mapping, and 

accounting of current spectrum use by federal and non-federal users.  It is our hope and 
expectation that the inventory the legislation would create will allow Congress, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), and the National Telecommunications Information 
Administration (NTIA) to develop informed, forward-looking spectrum policy.  By creating a 
process to make spectrum utilization more transparent, H.R. 3125 will provide the data necessary 
to consider the highest and best use of the public airwaves.  Regardless of what the National 
Broadband Plan says about spectrum policy going forward, whatever policy decisions are made 
need to start by taking account of existing spectrum uses and allocations.   

 
Of course, in establishing a spectrum inventory, we need to be mindful of existing federal 

and commercial uses and sensitive to national security issues.  I believe the amended bill strikes 
a proper balance between providing useful, publicly accessible information on the existing uses 
of spectrum while safeguarding national security and public safety interests.  

 
Other improvements include a directive to consider not only whether there is spectrum 

that might be reallocated, but also whether spectrum might be made available for shared access.  
Additionally, the amended bill grants the agencies greater flexibility in determining the range of 
spectrum to be inventoried.   

 
I am pleased that the Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute to be offered by Chairman 

Boucher today incorporates many helpful suggestions from the National Telecommunications 
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Information Administration, the Federal Communications Commission, the Department of 
Defense as well as commercial and public interest groups. 

 
We will continue to refine the bill if necessary as it moves through the markup process.  I 

greatly appreciate the support and input we have received from the Committee’s minority staff, 
and I want to thank Chairman Boucher again for his leadership in this effort.  

 
Finally, I would like to reiterate my general support for the second bill being considered 

today – H.R. 3019, the Spectrum Relocation Improvement Act of 2009.  I understand that the 
Administration has a few concerns about the bill in its current form, but I am confident we can 
address these issues as it moves through the Committee process.  I want to commend Mr. Inslee, 
Mr. Boucher, and Mr. Upton for introducing this legislation.  This measure is a good-government 
bill, and it institutes responsible management practices as the government vacates spectrum.  

 
Thank you again, Mr. Chairman, for holding this markup.  I urge my colleagues to 

support both bills.     
 
 
 
 


