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As an African American funeral director I am appalled of the crimes that have taken place at the 
historical Burr Oak Cemetery. In addition to the number of people that meant so much to 
so many, such as Emit Till, Diana Washington and members of the the Negro League Baseball 
Team, my grandparents and great grandparents are buried there as well. 
 
How this happened, we hope to find out soon as the investigation continues. Why this happened, 
we may never know. But more importantly, could this have been prevented? My answer is yes. 
 
As a licensed funeral director and embalmer, I have gone to and graduated from Mortuary 
Science School. Passed a national board examination, participated in a summer internship as well 
as a year of apprenticeship.I have now been  practicing for almost 20 years. However those who 
work at cemeteries in Illinois and maybe even across the country are required to have no formal 
educational training in the funeral sevice field at all. 
 
When someone makes their transition, a licensed funeral director has to remove them from their 
place of death. If my firm does otherwise, I can be fined and disciplined. When one sits down to 
make funeral arrangements they must be licensed, or I can be fined and disciplined. If I don't 
give the family an itemized price list as required by  the F T C, I can be fined and disciplined. 
When a deceased is to be embalmed, one must be embalmed by a licensed embalmer or my firm 
can be fined and disciplined. Finally, when a loved one is driven to the cemetery, the deceased 
must be taken by a licensed funeral director. If this does not happen the funeral home can be 
fined and disciplined. So why does the cemetery then have no regulated responsibility. 
 
Funeral homes across the country are highly regulated. Cemeteries should be as well. Had Burr 
Oak been under some type of regulatory responsibility, then I feel this tragedy would never had 
taken place. 
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