
To the Chairman and the distinguished subcommittee panel, 
 
I am honored to be before you today and thank you for the invitation, although it is under 
the grim and tragic circumstances of the events surrounding the Historical Burr Oak 
Cemetery, I am Glad to be here.  
 
My Name is Rev. Don E. Grayson Sr.  
I am the Pastor of Greater Faith Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church in Chicago Il.  
 
I am here today for three reasons, 
 
1) As a Pastor,) I’ve looked in the faces of those who have buried their love ones weather 
it was from a sudden death or a long debilitating illness and walked away from the 
graveside knowing that their family members are resting in peace now, only to discover 
that Now, there is the possibility that the resting place, that many families struggled to 
pay for, has been disturbed and allegedly resold for personal gain.. I’ve counseled those 
who where emotionally distraught for the second time, because to them it’s like re-living 
the loss over again… I’ve prayed and asked God for the words. But what do you say to a 
mother who has lost her only son and has finally come to have peace with his death that 
someone re-opened his grave, taken his remains and just tossed them like Trash,, or a 
wife who buried her husband and two Children in the same year and is finally moving 
forward. I tell them what the Word of God says, (don’t fear the one that can destroy the 
body but fear one who can destroy the Soul). But there are those who won’t hear that, 
who don’t have a Pastor to council them, they’re upset and angry because this should not 
have happened. But I, like many other Pastors have the awesome and difficult task of 
trying to heal those who have lost faith and ask the question that many have asked, “is 
there nothing secret”, Why, and “is anyone going to do something about this”   
 
 
 2) As a Professional). As a former Law Enforcement Officer  I realize that the World 
that we live in is filled with those who will take full advantage the weak, and unprotected 
when there is no law in place to protect them, and when those that have rule are not 
governed and held in accountability for that which has been placed in their hands. We 
have laws, regulations, and annual updated reports on everything from animals and the 
Forest to the environment and toxic waste, but not our dearly departed and their final 
resting places. I realize the magnitude of the investigation that Cook County Sheriff Tom 
Dart and the other Law Enforcement agencies involved have, and he has handled it with 
professionalism, care and concern. I know that this type of investigation must be handled 
with time and precision, and that the public must be patient so that all of the facts are in. 
and that those responsible are brought to justice and the victims, living and deceased can 
have peace and healing. 
        
 
3) Personal), My own family; who has patronized the Burr Oak Cemetery over 60years. 
From my great grand mother Dinah Washington, my great grand father Rev. Dr. S.A 
Grayson, my great grandmother on my mother’s side Idella Liddell, Great Great grand 



parents Dan & Ida Sutton. And countless of others in my family more than I could name 
who have made their final physical resting place at the Burr Oak Cemetery. I must be 
honest in telling you that I am emotionally effected and to some of the members of my 
family this has been devastating and over whelming, because there are family members 
who have head stones and can possibly be located but there are others with no head stone 
and now almost impossible to locate… 
I implore you as a Governing body, as the ones who have been made stewards over this 
Great Country, that you would look into this matter as if your own family members were 
involved, as if your parents and ancestry had been disturbed. Put yourself the place of 
these families who now have to re-live the burden, the pain, the sadness and grief of 
death…          
I ask that you would regulate laws to govern the cemeteries and hold them accountable,  
I ask that you have annual inspections of all cemeteries and their records 
And that you would force them to update their records and modernize them from the first 
person laid to rest to the last. 
And, that even private facility have similar if not the same standards. 
 
  
  


