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AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE

NATURE OF A SUBSTITUrE TO H.R. 3200

OFFERED BY MR. BRALEY OF IOWA AND MR.

STUPAK OF MICHIGAN

Insert after section 1432 the following new section:

1 SEC. 1433. QUALIFICATION OF DIRECTOR OF FOOD SERV-

2 ICES OF A MEDICAID NURSING FACILITY.

3 (a) IN GB~NgRAL.-Section 1919(b)(4) (A) of the So

4 cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r(b)(4)(A)) is amended

5 by adding at the end the following: "vVith respect to meet

6 ing the staffing requirement imposed by the Secretary to

7 carry out clause (iv), the full-time director of food services

8 of the facility, if not a qualified dietitian (as defined in

9 section 483.35(a)(2) of title 42, Code of Federal Reg'Ula

10 tions, as in effect as of the date of the enactment of'this

11 section), shall be a Certified Dietary Manager meeting the

12 requirements of the CertifYing Board for Dietary Man-

13 agel'S, or a Dietetic Technician, Registered meeting the

14 requirements of the Commission on Dietetic Rebristration

15 or have equivalent military or academic qualifications (as

16 specified by the Secretary).".
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1 (b) EI~'I~'~Jcrl'IV~J DNl'BJ.-The amendment made by

2 subsection (a) shall take effect on the date that is 180

3 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

Insert after section 1445 the following' new s~ction:

4 SEC. 1446. QUALITY INDICATORS FOR CARE OF PEOPLE

5 WITH ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE.

6 (a) QUAIJIrl'Y INDICATORS.-The Secretary of Health

7 and Human Services, acting through the Agency for

8 Healthcare Research and Quality (AIIRQ), shall develop,

9 either directly or with commissioned pr~jects, a core set

10 of quality indicators for the provision of medical services

11 to people with Alzheimer's disease and other dementias

12 and a plan for implementing the indicators to measure the

13 quality of care provided for people with these conditions

14 by physicians, hospitals, and other medical, residential and

15 home care ag'encies and providers..

16 (b) RgpOI-~T.-rrhe Secretary shall submit a report to

17 the Committees on Energy and Commerce and Ways and

18 Means of the United States House of Representatives and

19 to the Committees on Finance and Health, Education, and

20 Pensions of the United States Senate not later than 12

21 months after the date of the enactment of this Act setting

22 forth the status of their efforts to implement the require

23 ments of subsection (a).
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At the end of subtitle B of title III of division B,

add the following:

1- Subtitle -Study on Five Star
2 Quality Rating System
3 SEC. _. STUDY ON FIVE STAR QUALITY RATING SYSTEM.

4 (a) S'l'UDY.-The Comptroller General of the United

5 States shall conduct a study on the Five-Star Quality Rat-

6 ing System (or a successor progl'am) established by

7 the Centers for Medicare &Medicaid Services. The study

8 shall-

9 (1) determine whether the composite star rating

10 should be eliminated in favor of a multi-dimensional

11 system under which a star rating is assigned to each

12 individual domain;

13 (2) determine whether an appeals process

14 should be implemented for the Five Star Rating Sys-

15 tern to address situations in which questionable, 1Il-

16 accurate, or incomplete data has been identified;

17 (3) evaluate the appropriateness of any

18 weighting methodology used to ac\i'ust quality meas-

19 ures, including an assessment of whether such meth-

20 odol06YJ is validated, whether it takes into account

21 resident characteristics, the appropriateness of the

22 weighting of individual quality measures, and wheth-

23 er the accuracy of information to consumers would
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1 be enhanced if the standard survey were weighted

2 more heavily than the complaint survey;

3 (4) assess the appropriateness of the case-mL'C

4 a(~justrnent methodology used to evaluate staffing'

5 levels, along with the appropriateness of the staffing

6 levels established by the Centers for Medicare &

7 Medicaid Services to achieve a 5-star rating given

8 the absenc~ of any existing' .Federal nursing home

9 staffing' bJ'uidelines or Medicare funding to support

10 these staffing' levels;

11 (5) if the Comptroller General determines that

12 such target staffing levels are appropriate, evaluate,

13 in consultation with the Secretary of Health and

14 Human Services, the cost of modifYing' the Medi-

15 care Skilled Nursing Facility Resource Utilization

16 Groups to reflect the costs to facilities of providing

17 staffing' at these. target levels;

18 (6) evaluate how best to represent resident/con-

19 sumer satisfaction under the rating system, and re-

20 view approaches to report other facili,ty-specific char-

21 acteristics to enable consumers to better identify fa-

22 cilities that will meet their individual needs;

23 (7) evaluate the impact of the rating system on

24 Medicare skilled nursing facilities and Medicaid

25 nursing, facilities, including a review of potential
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1 problems associated with inaccurate or incomplete

2 data and other unanticipated consequences reported

3 by facilities; and

4 (8) assess whether the national program should

5 be suspended and replaced with a pilot progl'C.lm

6 testing potential nursing home quality rating' sys-

7 terns in a limited number of States.

8 (b) Rl<JPOl~rr.-Not later than 1 year after the date

9 of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of

10 the United States shall submit to CongTess and the Sec

11 retary of Health and Human Services a report containing

12 the results of the study conducted under subsection (a),

13 together with recommendations for such modifications to

14 the Five-Star Quality Rating System as the Comptroller

15 General determines appropriate.
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